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DETAILED ACTION 

The app.ication has been reviewed, and Claims 1 - 30 are pending. The 
objections and rejections are as stated below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. §101 reads as follows: 

conditions and requirements of MsBfe °'' ma> ° blaln s W« »*'«'or, subject to the 

35 U.S.C. §101 requires that in order to be patentable the invention must be a 
"new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition o, matter, or any new 
and useful improvement thereof (emphasis added). 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §101 because the Calmed invention is 
directed to a non-statutory subject matter. Specfically the method claims as presented 
do no, claim a technoiogica, basis in the pre-amble and .he body o, me claim. Without a 
claimed basis, the Cairn may be interpreted in an alternative as involving no more than 
a manipulation of an abstrac idea and therefore non-statutory under 35 U.S C §101 In 
contrast, a method Cairn tha, incudes in «. body of the Cairn structural / funcuonal 
tnterrelationship which can only be computer implemented is considered to have a 
technological basis ,See Ex parte Bowman, 61 USPQ2d 1669, 167, (Bd. Pat App. a 
Inter. 2001 ) - used only for content and reasoning since not precedential). 

Claims 1-10 recte a method for correlating descriptive attributes of a portfolio of 
assets. However, the preamble and the body of the Calms do no, indicate w a 
computer system executes the method. Nor do the Cairns indicate the use of a medium 
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for electronic storage of information. In order to over come the ,0, rejections above, the 
following preamble is suggested: 

A computer implRmPntPd method for --, or something similar. 
Also, in the body of the claim include structural / functional interrelationship which can 
only be computer implemented. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

351(a) shall have ^^^^S^SSSS^ ?" ***** defined in 

only if the international appllcallo5^a^W„^^H W ^I!,^ d ,n ,he United States 

of such treaty in the English language S a " d Was ****** under Article 21(2) 

Claims 1-3,5-6,8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Freeman et al., U.S. Patent #6249775. 

With regard ,o Claim 1,„,21, Freeman teaches , ^ melhod ^ 

computer for: 

^SfrF^^^^^ ,or ,8vels • bins 

(Col. 1 1 lines 31 -51 , Tables 1,2,3, Col. 1 7 lines 27-38) 

™™«™^2£^.t: ~ -~ - of 

(Col. 1 1 lines 31 -51 , Tables 1,2,3) 
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displaying the groupings. 

(Col. 1 1 line 52 - Col. 12 lines 44) 

With regard to Claim 2,12,22, Freeman teaches a system, method and 
computer wherein: 

said step of identifying descriptive attribute variables further como-to* th» «<»n «f 

?c e 0 rSs f ^ 

With regard to Claim 3,13,23, Freeman teaches a system, method and 
computer comprising; 

(Col. 8 line 63 -Col. 9 line 12) 

With regard to Claim 5,15,25 Freeman teaches a system, method and 
computer wherein: 

With regard to Claim 6,16,26 Freeman teaches a system, method and 

computer further comprising: 

SKCa^^^ - 

With regard to Claim 8,18,28 Freeman teaches a system, method and 
computer further comprising: 

computing a deviation of the response variable from the expected value of the resoonse 
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With reoard to Cla im 9,19.29 Freeman teaches a system, method ahd 
computer further comprising: 

SsZsVvatS^sS,^ ^ VariablSS « ™ «— of 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

identical, closed or described as set 
the prior art are such that the subject Sr a S ^ZTiffi to * «* 

invention was made to a person having^nar^skil^n ♦ ha k ve u been <*>vious at the time the 
Patentable shal, not be negatived by tn^n^ ™«« P^"s. 

Claims 4,7,10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Freeman eta,., U.S. Patent #6249775. Torestate, Freeman teaches a system, method 
and computer comprising: 

identifying descriptive attribute variables in the portfolio- 

- ,eve,s or bins 

displaying the groupings. 

With regard to Claim 4,14.24, Freeman talis to explicitly disclose a system, 
method and computer comprising a step for: 

where x1 are categorical variables and £ aretluous JaSblel'. 

The examiner takes Official Notice, however, that utilizing an average value is a 
old and we,, know practice in the art, and as such, i, would have been obvious ,o one o, 
ordinary ski,, in the art a , me time appiicanfs invention was made .0 modify the 
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teachings of Freeman relating to the analysis of a pool of instruments, to inolude an 
average value formula as depleted above in order to ensure a broad, comprehensive 

statistical analysis of data. 

With regard to Claim 7,17,27, Freeman fails to explicitly disclose a system, 
method and computer comprising a step for: 
computing an expected value according to the formula- 

where xl are categorical variables and x2 are continuous variables. 

The examiner takes Official Notice, however, that calculating an expected or 
probabilistic average value is a old and we,, know practice in the art, and as such, i, 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in .he art a, .he time applicant 
invention was made ,o modify the teachings of Freeman relaling ,o me analysis of a 
poo, of instruments, ,o include an expected or probabilistic average value formula as 
depicted above in order to ensure a broad, comprehensive statistical analysis of data. 

With regard «o Cairn 10,20,30, Freeman fails to explicitly disclose a system, 
method and computer comprising a step for: 

response variables. response variables and expected values of (he 

The examiner lakes Official Notice, however, that three dimensional 
visualizations are an old and we,, know practice in the art, and as such, i, would have 
been obvious to one o, ordinary ski,, in the ar. a, the time applicant, invention was 
made ,o modify ,he teachings of Freeman relating to graphical interpretation of average 
values o, response variables, to include a three dimensional visualize,™ in orde, ,o 
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ensure an easy-to-use, easy-,o-unders,and mechanism for interpreting ,he results of a 

statistical analysis. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon, considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure is listed below: 

" S3f&& *" * 2 °° 3 ' A ~ - Method of 

b) S£ S,^' b^cLXt 08290 ' June 1 * 2002 ' - 

Any inquio, concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner shouid be directed to James Aiperl whose teiephone number is (703, 305- 
4001 The examiner can normaily be reached on M-F 9:00-5:30. If attempts to reach 
.he examiner by teiephone are unsuccessM, , he examined supervisor, Wncent Miliin 
cen be reached on ,703, 308-1065. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this appbcation or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Paten, Application Information Retrieval {PAIR, system. Status information for 
published actions may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http:„pa M rec,.us P ,o.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system,^ 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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